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Milo C. Updike Is Dead

     Milo C. Updike passed away at Foote hospital Tuesday, Sept. 3, following an illness of 15 months. He was born in Leoni township, Nov. 16, 1856, and during most of the 72 years of his life had resided in Grass Lake and Detroit. He resided in Los Angeles, Calif., about seven years and there his wife preceded him in death June 27, 1926. He returned to Grass Lake to the home of his step-son, Edmund Robinson and it was here he was stricken and later was removed to Jackson hospital.

     On Feb. 24, 1882, he married Miss Alice Force, of Manchester. Her death occurred May 22, 1897, and on Dec. 23, 1899, he was married to Mrs. Linda Robinson. He was affiliated with the First M.E. church in Los Angeles. His step-son and one brother, Sydney Updike, survive with several nieces and nephews. Funeral services were held Thursday afternoon in the Federated church with burial in Maple Grove cemetery.
      (Note: The Updike family, including Milo, his parents and siblings, was one of the families featured on the October, 2023, cemetery tour.)
Pretty Wedding

     The beautiful new home on Maple street, newly furnished and with a profusion of garden flowers used effectively throughout the rooms, was the setting for a quiet wedding at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 3, when Miss Velta Radabaugh became the bride of Lyle Knickerbocker. Miss Radabaugh is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. Radabaugh, of Sears, and the groom is the son of Mrs. Maude Wolfe. For the ceremony, performed by Rev. Pritchard, the bride was attired in a gown of blue satin crepe, while for traveling she wore brown chiffon velvet with coat and hat in a corresponding shade. The coupe left for a motor trip to Sault Ste. Marie and other northern points.  (Note: The gravesite for this couple was a stop on the 2022 cemetery tour. Six months after this wedding, Lyle was killed in an auto accident. Velta remained in the new home on Maple Street for the rest of her life. She never remarried.)
Hubert Foster Weds
     Announcement has been made of the marriage of Miss Josephine LaDay, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph LaDay, of Traverse City, to Hurbert Foster, son of Mr. and Mrs. E.J. Foster, of Grass Lake, which occurred in New York City, Aug. 20. Their wedding trip included two weeks in the east and several days at the Foster cottage at Cavanaugh lake. Mr. and Mrs. Foster will reside in their new home in Grand Rapids, where Mr. Foster is employed as district engineer for the Consumers Power Company.

Hamill-Sawdy Wedding Is Most Charming Event

     One of the most delightful affairs that has taken place in Grass Lake for some time was the wedding of Miss Gertrude Hamill, daughter of Mrs. Irene Hamill,  and Allen Sawdy, son of Mr. and Mrs. H.E. Seeger, which was solemnized Saturday afternoon at 4:30 at the home of the bride.

     The vows were spoken before an arch standing out against a background of ferns, flowers and lighted tapers. From the center of the arch was suspended a large white bell ornamented with orange blossoms. Two large baskets holding pink gladioli and babies breath were placed on either side and tall wrought iron candelabra each bearing five lighted ivory tapers, lent a soft illumination to the setting. 

     The bride, as she advanced on the arm of her brother, Raymond, was charming in a chartreuse princess model in chiffon. Her silver brocaded slippers harmonized with the trimming of the gown. She carried an arm bouquet of pink asters and baby breath. Little Janice Hamill, as flower girl, preceded the bridal party strewing flower petals along the way, while her sister, Ellen, followed bearing the ring on a white satin pillow. The frocks of the little girls were white over yellow and pink. Glen Mason, of Ypsilanti, a fraternity brother of the groom, served as best man with Rev. Edgar Engelmann performing the rites at which time soft music was played by Miss Ethel Cowden, who also played Mendelsohn’s Wedding March. Preceding the ceremony Miss Harriet Hamill sang “At Dawning.”

     A brief reception was held, following by a four course dinner with the brides table, seating 14, adorned with white roses and baby breath and white candles in crystal holders. The remainder of the guests were seated at a table with corresponding appointments in pink.

     Mrs. Sawdy wore on their motor trip a modish ensemble and hat in green with lizard skin slippers and purse. She was a graduate of the local high school and of the class of 1924 from Michigan State Normal. For the past three years she has been a teacher in the Wyandotte schools. Mr. Sawdy also graduated from the same institution and will receive his B.S. degree in athletic coaching the following year. The couple spent several days in Detroit and the remainder of their honeymoon will be passed in a cottage at Clear lake.

     Out of town guests were Dr. and Mrs. Frank Bovee and son, Lansing; Mr. and Mrs. T.J. Leach, Detroit, Mrs. Alice Beamen, Eaton Rapids, and Mr. and Mrs. James Aten, Lansing.

Hickory Thorn Farm
     The farms which were formerly owned by Bert Cady and Joe Hartman and wife were recently purchased by George Willett, have been named “Hickory Thorn Farm.” The name is registered in the copyright office. Hickory Thorn Farm is composed of 412 acres lying directly north of Big Wolf lake in Leoni and Grass Lake townships and four miles southwest of Grass Lake village. Plans are under way for the development of a herd of 50 registered Jerseys. The herd is headed by a three year old bull “Oakland’s Oxford Xenia”, 
which was first prize yearling at Peoria and Wisconsin state fair with the “Oakland” show herd in 1927. His first calves are just arriving and are very promising. He and some young cattle will be exhibited at the Jackson county fair. The farm is under the management of Roland Cook, formerly of Cement City.

     (Linda Note:  I still call the farm currently owned—2022—by Keith Cochrane “Hickory Thorn”.  The farm, which on the west borders the Lockwood farm, has been owned and operated for three or four generations by the Cochrane family. When I was growing up my great-uncle, Ed Wolfe, owned the farm across the road, and the Baia Corporation was the border on the east side of Hickory Thorn. Before my dad made the switch to Holstein cows—more milk production work for his daughters, the “Milk Maids”—he had a herd of Jersey cows. I wonder now if any of those little ladies were sired by the renowned Oxford Xenia?)

268 Enrolled at School Opening  --  September 1929
     The Grass Lake schools opened with a total enrollment for the first day of 268, including the kindergarten. The attendance by grades follows:

     Kindergarten—22, Mrs. I. Messner, teacher

     I and II grades—42, Mrs. A. Craft

     III and IV grades—35, Miss N. Hilton

     V and VI grades—30, Mrs. J. Close

     VII and VIII grades—40, Miss King

High School: Total 99, divided as follows—Seniors, 12; Sophomores, 22; Juniors, 29; and Freshmen, 36.
Fall Term Opens in Rural Schools

     Rural schools opened the fall term Monday and Tuesday with the following teachers:

Fishville
Miss Clara Root

Crafts

Miss Ruth Washburne

Irwin

Miss Olga Haselschwerdt

Sharon

Miss Varina Haselschwerdt

Nineveh
Miss Inez Richardson

Dorr

Miss Irene Burlingame

Welch

Miss Ethel Mixon

Maute

Mrs. Rosa Ashfal-Scofield

Whipple
Miss Alta Moeckel

Cooper

Miss Helen Moon

Close

Miss Florence Moon

Mt. Hope
Miss Pauline Myers

Personal & Otherwise

     Herman Allen is driving a new Durant car.  The Palmer-Rowe Company delivered the past week a Tudor to Rex Dorr, John Wesdag and Lawrence DeVerna and standard coupe to E.J. Goebel.
     The Premier Sandwich Shop under the management of Mrs. J.W. Turner and son, Orville, of Jackson, opened in Grass Lake last Saturday. The shop has been given state inspection and passed. Mrs. Turner is a great niece of Rev. Henry Hicks, a former pastor of the local M.E. church.

     The Graf Zeppelin passed over Will Hayes farm home last Wednesday evening.

     Passenger car service on the D.U.R. which passes through Grass Lake, was discontinued at midnight Wednesday.

     On the opening of the Whpple school Monday it was discovered that articles purchased by the P.T.A. had been stolen. Among them were five dozen spoons, three dozen forks, three dozen plates and all but 12 of 50 cups and a well equipped medicine cabinet.

     More than 100 persons attended the reunion of the Mt. Hope school Saturday. A sumptuous dinner was served at noon followed by election of officers as follows:  President, A.W. Siegrist; secretary, Miss Clara Baldwin; program committee, Mrs. Martha Way; table and sports committee, Mrs. Emma Burns and Russell Stoker. The 1930 reunion will be the last Saturday of August. Zopher Scidmore, of Grass Lake, was the oldest member present. Others were from Grand Rapids, Howard City, Chelsea, Jackson and Cincinnati.

     Thieves gaining entrance by breaking a rear window of the J.F. Rohrer meat market, between 2 and 6 o’clock Monday, three cartons of cigarets, slot machine mints and 50 pennies were stolen. The safe had also been tampered with.
     Mrs. Clyde Lockwood entertained the South Leoni Helping Hand Society at her home Sept. 4, with nine members present. A short business session was held. The hours were passed in a social manner after which ice cream and wafers were served. The next meeting will be with Mrs. Alfred Badgley.

     Word has been received from Leslie Anderson of his safe arrival at the Manhattan College, New York City. At present he is at the military camp on Long Island.
     Another wedding of interest which makes the fourth within a week took place at 

8 o‘clock Saturday evening, Sept. 7, when Miss Leah Horton of Ann Arbor became the bride of Charles Winters, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Winters.

Community Gossip of 25 Years Ago  --  1904

     The finance committee of the village council, to whom the matter of providing a jail was referred, will recommend the erection of a suitable building. It is proposed to build the structure entirely of cement. The village has needed such a place for a long time and the building ought to be erected before winter sets in.

     The home of Mrs. Hilah Lockwood was the scene of a very pretty wedding Thursday afternoon, when Miss Harriet Lockwood was united in marriage to Eugene B. Hoofnagle.

     Jay Swadling is operating the cider mill at this place, having formed a partnership with D. Hesalschwardt for the season.

     The Lakeside Elgin Butter Co. sent a 60-pound tub of butter to the fair last week and was awarded first premium on the same. The score was 97 ½ points.

     Work on the new homes of Franklin Dwelle, Geo. M. Rank, and M.L. Smith is progressing finely and when completed these new houses will make a fine addition to the resident portion of our village.

Grass Lake Young People Are Instructors

     Monday saw the completion of the list of those who have assumed their positions in educational work for the ensuing year. John Paul Jones as head of the Junior College, Jackson; Miss Matie Carter, supervisor of special education in Flint; the Misses Edna Dorr, Nellie Bradley and Marcella Capen and Mrs. Betty Jones in various schools in Jackson; Miss Doris Foster and Miss Minnie Weippert, Wyandotte; Miss Alice Chappell, Michigan Center; Miss Esther Willis, Detroit; Miss Alma Hoopingarner, Hanover; Lynn Rohrer, Farmington. Miss Vera Haven will again resume her work in the Northern State Training School at Marquette.

Community Gossip of 44 Years Ago  --  September 1885
     At Wolf lake last Thursday, Mr. L.A. Parsons, hooked a 10 pound pickerel. With the assistance of Mr. W. Burchard, the fish was securely landed and the gentlemen rested upon their laurels for the remainder of the day. They also landed a couple of five pound bass.
     The air is full of rumors that our friend who is selling beer at Dwelle’s mill, Waterloo, sells it on the Sabbath, and the scribe has an affidavit from Daniel Lutz before him to the effect that beer has been sold there on at least eight Sabbaths since the middle of June, and on several occasions as late as 12 and 1 o’clock Sundays until Monday morning and threats are made of lynching, whipping or killing the man who complains, and that the windows have been smashed in his home and 15 to 20 lights of glass broken from the mill and other depravations committed in close proximity to said saloon on account of the Sabbath drinking. Said affidavit is now before Squire Pelton, of Grass Lake, and the vendor must beware or the good people of that vicinity will bring him to an account for all these things,

     Mrs. Henry Hines died last Friday of congestion of the brain.
     Mr. Milton Dwelle now rides in one of those fine Ward & Dolson buggies. The fact that the best judges of buggies buy of H. Vinkle should convince every man who wants any kind of a buggy, that Vinkle is the man to buy it of. His prices are rock bottom.

     The search for gold in the upper peninsula has been the means of discovering copper where it was never before known to exist.
     The Michigan game law provides that deer may be killed in the upper peninsula from August 15 to November 15, and in the lower peninsula from October 1 to December 1. No deer in its red coat or fawn in its spotted coat can be killed at any time, The law allows other game to be killed within the following periods:  Wild turkey, October 1 to January 1; woodcock, August 1 to January 1; quail, November 1 to January 1; snipe or wild water fowl, Sept. 1 to May 1; pinnate grouse or prairie chicken, Sept. 1 to Nov. 1; partridge, ruffed grouse and wood teal mallard gray ducks, Jan. 1 to Sept. 1. Robins, larks, thrushes and other song birds cannot be killed at any time.

     Four cows of Mr. Henry Ahling got in to a cornfield Friday night and foundered from eating too much corn. Two of them died Saturday.
     A little child got in the way of the swing at Wolf lake, Saturday, while a couple were swinging, and came near being seriously if not fatally hurt.

     A party of Jackson young people came down to Grass Lake Saturday evening and took in the skating rink. They made considerable noise on the street at a very late hour.

     Sidney English, of Leoni, lost his youngest child some two years old, of cholera infantum. We have been all the way down those dark and gloomy paths.

     Several Ninevah folks attended the Brooklyn fair. Some of those who stayed at home saw the balloon.

     Some Waterloo boys have been too free with other people’s watermelon patches. One man says he has lost over $25.00 worth.

     Charles Moore shot and killed an eagle on Hog Island, Wolf lake, which measured     5 1/2 ft. from tip to tip.

     The old Grass Lake steam mill building is to be torn down next week unless someone will come to the front. It there no one who takes enough interest in the welfare of this place to give two thousand dollars for the property, that is less than one fourth of its value.

     Mrs. Emily Dwelle, widow of James, died Sept, 19th after a brief illness of pneumonia. She had been a resident of the township for about 45 years and of the village of Grass Lake for 30 years.
     Jeremiah Watson, an aged and esteemed citizen of this place, whose sickness has been mentioned in The News, grew worse Thursday evening and died about 11 o’clock.

     Mrs. Brayton, stone blind and 60 years of age, a pensioner, living at a Jackson boarding house, drew her pension the other day and married a 30 year old boarder, and gave him the money. He skipped out promptly, leaving the old lady in the lurch.
     Patrick Nash, flagging for the iron gang, 2 1/2 miles east of Francisco, fell off the pilot of the engine No. 232, Tuesday morning, and had both legs crushed from the knees downward. He was taken to Chelsea and died two hours later.

Back  to September, 1929
ADVERTISEMENT

K. K. K.     --   KU KLUX KLAN    --     INVITATIONAL  FIELD DAY

SATURDAY AFTERNOON,  SEPTEMBER 28 ,   1929

On the CHARLES SCHOENING FARM

1/2 Mile East of Grass Lake on U.S. 12

A special invitation is extended to CHURCH MEMBERS, CHURCH WORKERS, SCHOOL TEACHERS, AND ALL OTHER PROTESTANT AMERICANS

Speakers for the Day Will Be

REV. S. J. WHITE of Detroit and REV. F. H. LEWIS of Adrian

Both of these men are forceful speakers and are well known.

MUSIC WILL BE FURNISHED BY SEVERAL GOOD BANDS

FANCY DRILL TEAMS

FIREY CROSS

Lunches and Refreshments Will Be Served

PARADE BEFORE SUNDOWN

Many From Here Leave for College
     Business schools as well as colleges are the destination of 25 members of the younger set as compared with 21 of 1928. Following are those who have already started and those who will leave within the week for U of M, the Misses Alice Shelly, Minnie Hilton, Mary Winters, and Nelda Scherer, Henry Whipple, Carroll Foster, Clyde Jones and Dean Willis. Normal at Ypsilanti, the Misses Wilma Shelly, Norrine Seager, Ruby Walker, and harriet Hamill and Allen Sawdy. Michigan State College, Miss Marjorie Knight, Hobart Rowe and Allen and Herbert Gutekunst. University of Wisconsin,  Miss Ruth Rowe. Manhattan College of New York, Leslie Anderson. Cleary’s Business College, Miss Louise Braun and Harold Koch. Jackson Business College, Miss Josephine Pierce, Miss Della Carter and Miss Lamoine Scherer. Parson’s Business School in Kalamazoo, Miss Constance Worden.
Samuel Barnard Hoffman  --  Obituary

     Samuel Barnard Hoffman, son of William and Rosena Hoffman, died at his home in Trist, Friday. He was born in Waterloo township, Oct. 30, 1869, and on March 29, 1885, was confirmed in the Lutheran church. On Sept. 1, 1898, he was married to Miss Mary Realy. To this union two children were born, a daughter Amanda, now Mrs. Clair Frinkel of Grass Lake, and one son, Harry, at home. His sudden death was a shock to all. The community regrets the passing of a good citizen neighbor, while his family mourns for the loss of an ever devoted and loving husband and father. He is survived by the widow, two children, a granddaughter, Evelyn Frinkel, one brother, John, and four sisters, Mrs. John Siegrist, Mrs Charles Huttenlocker, Mrs. Benj. Barber and Mrs. Frederick Huttenlocker. The funeral services were held Monday at the U. B. Church at Waterloo. 

Mrs. Vernon Lawrence  --  Obituary

     Mary Jane Mackinder, eldest daughter of George and Emma Mackinder, was born in Stockbridge township, March 11, 1871, and departed this life Sept. 12, 1929, aged 58 years and six months. She was united in marriage to Vernon Lawrence, June 26, 1890, and has since lived on the farm where she passed away. She leaves to mourn her loss her husband, one son, Sedwick Victor, of Fitchburg, Ethel May Freymuth, of Munith and Vanita Irene Kitchum, of Stockbridge, five grandchildren, two brothers, Sylvester and John Mackinder, of Stockbridge and many friends.

     Mrs. Lawrence had a kind and loving disposition and was always ready to help in time of need. She will be greatly missed by everyone. She was a willing worker on the Ladies Aid, and belonged to many other societies. She has been in failing health for many months, but was always a patient sufferer, always brave and cheerful, trying to do all she could to ease the burdens of those who cared for her.  The call home came very suddenly, and her people found that she had gone home without a word or a struggle. The funeral was held at the Fitchburg Methodist church on Sept. 14.

